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Federation Considers Chartering 

Retirees 
Tiffany Osland, Vice-president/Classified and 

Joanne Slanovich, State Educational Issues 

Coordinator attended a three-day retiree 

conference in Washington, DC sponsored by 

the American Federation of Teachers to gain 

insight into what would constitute the 

formation of a “retiree” chapter of Douglas 

County Federation.  The three-day conference 

helped DCF understand how other local unions 

organized, mobilized and communicated with 

retiring members.   

 

Retirees have always been a large segment of 

the American Federation of Teachers and their 

ranks are continuing to grow, with 235,000 

members in 100 chapters across the country.   

 

 

 

 

Organizing, mobilizing and communicating, “are 
the underpinnings of what the AFT is about or 
should be,” AFT president Edward McElroy, 
told attendees during the opening session of the 
conference. 
 
“Some of you may remember a time before 
collective bargaining and how we had to fight to 
achieve healthcare and pensions on behalf of our 
members.  Today, we are spending enormous 
amounts of time trying to maintain the things we 
worked like crazy to achieve,” said McElroy.  
“We must return to our roots and make a 
commitment to organizing.  More members 
equal more power to achieve the things 
necessary, not only for our members, but for our 
families and the communities we live in.” 
 
One of the main goals of the meeting was to 
equip participants with the tools needed to 
inform and then mobilize retirees to get involved 
in their local union. 
 
During the conference, participants heard from 
Donna Brazile, chair of the Voting Rights 
Institute.  The conference also featured 
workshops on trends in pensions and healthcare; 
organizing around legislative and political 
issues; engaging members and leadership skills.  
Attendees also participated in an open forum on 
retirement issues and roundtable discussions. 
(the above paragraphs were taken from an article 
appearing on AFT LeaderNet, December, 2007) 

 
Retiree members are instrumental in the 
preservation of Social Security and Medicare. 
Members shared ideas on how to best maintain 
strong ties to their union once they retire. 
Others capitalized on retiree expertise to mentor 

new teachers/classified members.   
 

 

 

 

AFT President, Ed McElroy 

spoke to the Conference 

attendees and later had a short 

conversation with Joanne and 

Tiffany concerning organizing a 

DCF retiree chapter. 

Joanne Slanovich, Ed 

McElroy, Pres. of AFT, 

and Tiffany Osland, VP 

of DCF Classified 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Douglas County Educational Foundation (DCEF) is excited to announce its newest and most 
exciting program yet, a raffle for a brand-new $235,000 townhome located in beautiful Parker, Colorado at 
the Highlands at Stonegate development.  In addition to this grand prize, there are four other semi-finalist 
prizes: $5,000 in cash, a $6,000 Park Meadows Shopping Spree, a trip to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico for six 
nights (donated by the Superintendent) and a $5,000 furniture shopping spree!  The money raised through 
this raffle will go towards worthy DCSD programs -- The Bridge Program, World Languages, and 
Technology in the Classroom. The goal is to raise $750,000 to support Douglas County School District!  
They will need to sell 10,000 tickets at $75 each to reach their goal. 

 

 

ON THE RADAR…. 

 

What would you like 

us to “spotlight” in 

the next Rapping 

Paper? 

Joanne.Slanovich@dcsdk12.org 

 

March 10: 

 General Membership Mtg 

 

May 6: 

 Student Awards Ceremony 

Douglas County Education Foundation Launches Fundraiser 

 
To learn more and to purchase tickets, visit www.AWorthyInvestment.com or call 303-387-0505. 

 
Julie Weatherman, Office Manager; Sherry Newton, 
Classified Representative; Cindi Leitch, Treasurer; 
Brenda Smith, DCF President (top row); Tiffany 
Osland, Classified Vice-president; Jody Papini, 
Certified Vice-president and Joanne Slanovich.   


