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September,  2007 

Douglas County Federation Holds 
3rd Annual ER& D Work Session 

The Douglas County Federation hosted its 
annual Educational Research & 
Dissemination (ER&D) work session on 
August 30, 2007 at the Lone Tree 
Recreation Center.  The annual event 
provides an opportunity for ER&D trainers 
to share ideas, update materials and plan 
for the upcoming year. 
 
This event has grown over the years from 
20 trainers to approximately 56 trainers.  
Certified and classified personnel are part 
of a national network of trainers trained by 
the American Federation of Teachers in the 
latest research-based strategies for 
promoting student learning. 
 
Recognition was given to three trainers  
 

 

 
 

who retired at the end of last year.  
Margaret Brinker (Chaparral High School), 
Patricia Meyers (Acres Green Elementary), 
and Irma Sturgell (Cougar Run 
Elementary) received engraved clocks to 
commemorate the hard work and 
dedication given to DCF through their 
training expertise in the ER&D program.  
Ms. Brinker was given special recognition 
for being one of the original four trainers 
who began the process 10 years ago. 
 
Jody Papini, newly appointed ER&D Site 
Coordinator, presented a gift to Joanne 
Slanovich, outgoing Coordinator.  Ms. 
Slanovich is one of the original four 
trainers who began the program in 1998, 
coordinated the ER&D Program for the 
past 10 years and will be retiring at the end 
of this year. 
 
Guests in attendance were Barbara Pollazo, 
AFT National and Sam Smith, President of 
the Elizabeth Federation. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Barbara Pollazo, AFT National and 
Sam Smith, President of Elizabeth 
Federation of Teachers were guests 
of DCF. 

Jody Papini assumes her 
responsibilities as DCF’s ER& D Site 
Coordinator at the annual reunion. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 8 
 
General Membership  
Meeting – DC Fair Grounds 
5:00 PM 

 

 

I t Takes a TEAM!! 
The Douglas County Federation held its annual 
Building Representative training at Plum Creek 
Golf Club on September 6, 2007.   Building 
Representative Chairman, Cindi Leitch, walked 
Representatives through a list of Union 
expectations and goals for the upcoming school 
year.  

 

 

Building Representatives were given a packet of 
information including the following: 

!  Communication protocols for 
disseminating information to members in 
buildings 

!  Bulletin board suggestions and signage 
!  Recruiting documents, as well as, 

information concerning dues and 
contracts 

!  “ Issues”  resolutions 
!  District committees  
!  Member benefits 
!  Negotiations 

DCF encourages all members to take an active 
role in their Union.  After all, it takes a team! 

 

 

 

 

 

Lill ian Escobedo (above) was 
the proud winner of an iPod 
donated by the Douglas 
County Education Foundation. 

Members from Timber Trail 
participated in the technology 
demonstration provided by 
Steve Huff from eInstruction. 

 

Members “ Pitch In”  to Help Fellow Member 
Lightning doesn’t always strike in the right place and when it happens to 
be a member’s home, DCF will surely be there to help out.  Douglas 
County Federation member and CVHS teacher Pam Baker had the 
misfortune of having her house severely damaged by a lightning strike.  
DCF placed an all-call out to buildings and they responded en mass by 
donating countless gift cards for Pam’s family to help them get back on 
their feet.  Pam and her family have been displaced by the fire and will 
not be able to return to their home for quite some time.  Cindi Leitch, 
Treasurer, presented the gift cards to Pam.   

FYI  for Members – The American Federation of Teachers 
will institute a $.25 “pass through” dues increase effective 
September, 2007.  This $.25 increase is for certified members. 

 

ON  TH E RADAR.....  
Wha t  i s your  opi n i on 

concer n i ng t he 
upcomi ng School  

Boar d el ect i on?  Come 
jo i n  us Oct . 1 6PM  – 

RCH S – for  a 
candi dat e for um. 


